
District Governor Connie Walsh 

Happy New Year! The beginning of the new year is a time to reflect on the previous year and 
celebrate the arrival of a new one. I want to thank you for all that you’re doing in your clubs, our 
district and internationally. Let’s take the time to celebrate all the accomplishments and positive 
impacts that we have had on our communities. With the 365 days we have been given this year, 
let’s continue to make a difference with what we do with them. In the words of Ralph Waldo 
Emerson, “Write it on your heart that every day is the best day in the year.” 
We have less than six months remaining in Rotary Year 2022–2023, and I appreciate your dedication and service. I en-
courage you to think about how you can give the gift of Rotary to others. Invite a friend or colleague to a Rotary meet-

ing or service project in which your club is involved. Have your club host a 
social event and invite others to learn more about Rotary. Collaborate with oth-
er organizations on service projects and spread the word of Rotary. 
As we head into 2023, RI President Jennifer Jones reminds us that when mem-
bers feel an emotional connection to their club, they cannot imagine leaving. 
Rotary recently surveyed our members and found that the single most important 
factor in member satisfaction is the club experience. How at home you feel in 
your club, how rewarding club meetings are, and how engaged you feel in ser-
vice projects. Each of our club members has something unique to contribute, 
and everyone should have the opportunity to do so.  
January is Vocational Service Month. This is an opportunity to think about how 
your club engages fellow Rotary members through their professional skills or 
vocations, and how they bring Rotary’s ideals into their workplace. In bringing 
together people from diverse professions and backgrounds, Rotary recognizes 
the importance of all skills and occupations. In Rotary, your professional life 
and vocational service can work together. Members have a responsibility to 
represent their occupations within their club and to exemplify the ideals of Ro-
tary in their workplace. Don’t forget that retirees are a tremendous source of 
knowledge and expertise and can be extremely helpful in the vocational service 
area. 
This month, consider how you can bring the idea of vocational service to life in 
the following ways: 

1. Use your skills to serve a community.
2. Share your expertise.
3. Connect with others.
4. Help young professionals achieve their career goals.
For more information: https://rotaryserviceblog.org/2022/01/11/use-your-
professional-expertise-for-service/
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Dates To  
Remember 

March 18–19, 2023:  Land of Lin-

coln PETS in Effingham for Dis-

tricts 6490, 6510, 6580, and 6560 

April 2, 2023:  Annual District 

Foundation Dinner 

April 29, 2023: District Assembly 

for Current and Future Club Offic-

ers; The Forum at Carle in Urbana 

May 27–June 1, 2023: Rotary In-

ternational Convention, Melbourne, 

Australia 

June 25, 2023:  District 6490 In-

stallation of Officers 
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Like us on Facebook! 
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Presidents Elect (PEs): Thank you for your commit-

ment to Rotary and your willingness to serve your 

Club as President in the 2023– 2024 Rotary year. 

Serving as Club President is one of the most important 

roles in Rotary International. Please make plans to 

attend PETS on March 18 and 19, 2023, to be held at 

the Thelma Keller Conference Center in Effingham. 

We encourage President Elect Nominees (PNs) and 

Assistant Governors (AGs) to attend also. Training for 

PEs, PNs, and AGs will be all day Saturday and half a 

day Sunday. Please plan to attend ALL sessions.      

LOL PETS registration is open. Please go to: http://

www.lolpets.org/ to complete registration. For Club 

PEs, your club has been assessed your entry fee, so you 

do not need a credit card to register.   

Hotel block—Please call the hotel’s direct line to lock 

in your room and rate. Be sure to ask for the “LLP” 

“Land of Lincoln PETS” discount rate. 

Holiday Inn Effingham 

1301 Avenue of Mid America 

Effingham, IL, USA 62401 

Tel: 1-217-540-7777 

Rate: $129 plus taxes and fees 

(connected to the Conference Center) 

Country Inn & Suites 

1200 North Raney 

Effingham, IL, USA 62401 

Tel: 1-217-540-5555 

Rate: $105.00 plus taxes & fees 

(next door to the Holiday Inn) 

Includes complimentary breakfast 

Training will be provided with exceptional speakers, 

informative workshops, detailed district training ses-

sions, fellowship, and networking. 

Welcome to New 
Members! 

Thank You to  
Their Sponsors! 

Jeanie Binder, Eureka 

Christopher J.  

Callahan, Charleston 

Kelly (Carole)  

Crawford-Jones, 

Eureka 

Connie Davis, Eureka 

Kelly Garrard, 

Robinson 

Leah Hembrough, 

Eureka 

Patty Hood, Effingham-

Sunrise 

Ryan Huffer, Decatur 

James Means, Tuscola 

Ryan Mefford, Charleston 

Nicole Pride, Decatur 

Lisa Reinmann, 

Eureka 

Shawn Roth, Eureka 

Carolyn Shepherd, Eureka 

Darsonya Switzer, 

Decatur 

Jeffrey S. Wahlfeld, 

Eureka 

Asher Wiegand, 

Eureka  

Newsletter Submissions 
Submission deadline is the 20th of each month for the 

following month’s newsletter.  Submit items for fu-

ture newsletters to Christine Walsh via email at 

cwalsh1974@gmail.com. Please begin subject line 

with “ROTARY NEWSLETTER.” 

Registration Open for 

Land of Lincoln (LOL) 
President Elect  

Training Seminar (PETS) 

Rotary Comedy Night 
The Mattoon and Charles-

ton Rotary Clubs are ex-

cited to bring back Rotary 

Comedy Night after two 

years of being dormant. 

The Chicago Comedy All-

Stars are returning in full 

force with Paul Harris Fel-

low Jim McHugh leading 

the pack of comedians. 

The event is Saturday, 

March 11, at the Hilton 

Garden Inn, 100 Cole 

Center Parkway, Mat-

toon. Appetizers and 

cocktails are from 5:45 to 

7 p.m. The laughter starts 

at 7 p.m. Funds go toward 

the scanning of local ath-

letes to protect them from 

events such as myocardi-

opathy. This fall, 22 ath-

letes were scanned with 

three abnormal scans re-

quiring additional follow 

up.  The cost is $50 per 

person, which includes 

food, fun, laughter, and 

saving lives. 

Tickets can be obtained 

from Mike /Martin at  

217-259-3120 or

mike.rotary6490@gmail.c

om.
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Polio Statistics 
(As of Jan. 4) 
Wild Polio Virus Summary: 

New wild poliovirus isolates reported this week: 

Acute flaccid paralysis (AFP) cases: 0 

Environment: 3 

Others: 0  

New circulating vaccine-derived polioviruses (cVDPV) 

isolates reported this week: 

AFP cases: 15 

Environment: 15 

Others:  2 

Headlines: 

• “The mother was complaining that her son was weak

and that the weakness had happened suddenly, so I ex-

amined his leg,” said Spogmai. “I saw that the limb

was paralysed and immediately notified the clinic’s

AFP focal point.” Read more…. 

Summary of new polioviruses this week: 

• Afghanistan: 3 wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) positive

environmental samples

• Algeria: 1 circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2

(cVDPV2) case

• Central African

Republic:  1

cVDPV2 case

and 1 cVDPV2

positive envi-

ronmental sam-

ple

• Democratic

Republic of the

Congo: 2 circu-

lating vaccine-

derived po-

liovirus type 1

(cVDPV1) cas-

es and 2

cVDPV2 posi-

tive environ-

mental samples

• Madagascar: 11 cVDPV1 positive environmental sam-

ples

• Sudan: 1 cVDPV2 positive environmental sample

Afghanistan: 

Two WPV1-positive environmental samples were reported 

in Nangarhar province. 

The total number of WPV-1positive environmental sam-

ples in 2022 is 13, all from Eastern Region. 

Pakistan: 

No WPV1 cases were reported this week. There were 20 

cases in 2022. There was 1 WPV1 case in 2021. 

Mozambique: 

No WPV1 case was reported this week. There were eight 

cases reported in 2022. Reporting of these new cases with-

in a short time span indicates that intensified surveillance 

efforts are working in the province.   

No cases of cVDPV1 were reported this week. There were 

18 cases in 2022. 

No case of cVDPV2 was reported this week. The number 

of cases in 2022 remains four. There were two cases re-

ported in 2021. 

Officially reported WPV1 and cVDPV cases as of Dec. 

13 

https://polioeradication.org/news-post/in-afghanistan-communities-keep-an-eye-out-for-polio-in-one-of-the-viruss-last-frontiers/

